THE WALLOON LANGUAGE 


The WALLOON-Americans have retained a fluency of their 
language so that, according to Louis De Jardin "...the people 
in Belgium are simply amazed at how fluent the Americans are 
nl He agrees with us that the WALLOON 
language will soon disappear, both in America and in Belgium. 


with the WALLON language. 





He said that when he was young, "nobody spoke English, until 
they started attending school. Teachers, who were of WALLON des- 
cent and spoke it, were insistent that English be spoken in school. 


AS soon as we were off the school grounds, we spoke WALLON." 


Mary Ann Defnet sent us a small WALLOON dictionary 
that was published in Namur in 1981. The introduction to the dic- 
tionary has a short resume of work in Belgium to study the WALLON 
dialect, e.g., a chair at the University of Liege, WALLON homage 
at the Brussels University Library, a center at the Catholic 
University of Louvain-la-Neuve, etc. 


Below are some commonly-used words taken from the WALL- 
OON dictionary to show the different spellings in English, French 
and WALLOON: 


ENGLISH FRENCH WALLOON 
ant fourmi copiche 
avenue dréve dréve 
axe | cognée epe 

backside derriere dri 
bag sac cabas 
basket panier pani 
beak bec bétch 
bed lit let 
beard barbe baube 


lguoted from a letter to us from Louis De Jardin, Green Bay teacher of 
the WALLOON language. 
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ENGLISH 

bird 
blackbird 

bone 
boat 

bottle 
bowl 

bread 


cap 
carrot 
cat 
cheese 
child 
church 
cloud 
cock 
color 
cow 


cow-manure 


dandelion 
dirt 
dog 
door 


ear 
egg 

elbow 
eye 


face 
father 
fever 
finger 


FRENCH 
oiseau 
merle 
os 
bateau 
bouteille 
bol 
pain 


casquette 
carotte 
chat 
fromage 
enfant 
eglise 
nuage 
coq 
couleur 
vache 


bouse 


pissenlit 


crotte d'ovines 


chien 
porte, huis 


oreille 
oeuf 
coude 


oeil 


visage 
papa 
fievre 


doigt 
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WALLOON 
mouchon 
mauvi 
oucha 
batia 
boteye 
jute 
pwin 


calote 
carote 
tchet 
fromadje 
efant 
eglije 
nuwadje 


coq 


coleur 


vatche 
flate 


chicoreye 
pecale 
tchin 


uch(masc. on-uch) 


oreye 
ou 
keude 


ouy 


visadje 
pa 
five 


dwegt 


ENGLISH 


fish 
five 
flag 
fork 
four 


germ 
girl 

glass 
glove 
goat 

goose 
grape 
grass 


grave 


ham 
hand 
hat 
hen 
herd 
hoe 
honey 
house 
hunger 
iron 


ivy 


jam 
jump 


kettle 
king 


FRENCH 
poisson 
cing 
drapeau 
fourche 
quatre 


germe 
Fille 
verre 
gant 
chevre 
oie 
raisin 
gazon 
tombe 


jambon 
main 
chapeau 
poule 
troupeau 
houe 
miel 
maison 
faim 
fer (a repasser) 
lierre 


confiture 
bond 


coquemar 


roi 
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WALLOON 
pechon 
cing 
drapia 
fotche 
quate 


djaurnon 
feye 
chope 
want 
gade, gale 
auwe 
reujin 
wazon 


fosse 


djambon 
mwin 
tchapia 
pouye 
iede 
awe 
laume 
maujone 
fwim 
fier (a ristinde) 


lere 


jeleye 


ope 


coq'mwar 


rwe 


ENGLISH 


ladder 
leaf 

lilac 
lip 
list 
lock 


marsh 

milk 
miller 
mitten 

money 
mother 


mouse 


nail 
naught 

neck 
night 

nut 


oak 
oats 
one 
onion 
orchard 
oven 


owl 


pail 

pea 

pig 
pigeon 


FRENCH 
echelle 
feuille 
lilas 
levre 
liste 
meche (lampe) 


marais 
lait 
meunier 
moufle 
monnaie 
maman 


souris 


clou 
zero 

cou 
nuit 


noix 


chene 
avoine 
un 
oignon 
verger 
four 
chouette 


seau 
pois 
cochon 


pigeon 
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WALLOON 
chaule 
fouye 
jolibwes 
lepe 
lisse 
witche 


frechau 
lacia 

mon.ni 
mofe 

manoye 
moman 


soxis 


clau 
zero 
atia 

net 
gaye 


tchin.ne 
awin.ne 
onk 
agnon 
pachis 
for 


oulote 


saya 

pwes 
poureia 

colon 


ENGLISH 
play 

potato 

prison 
prune 


rain 
raspberry 
ring 
robin 
rock 
rod 


rut 


sack 
scarf 
shadow 
shirt 
shovel 
six 
slough 
snow 
square 
star 
strawberry 
street 
sugar 


sweet 


table 
tablet 
three 
tongue 
tool 


FRENCH 
jeu 
pomme de terre 
prison 


prune 


pluie 
framboise 
rondelle, anneau 
rouge-gorge 
roche 
tige 


orniere 


sac 
echarpe 
ombre 
chemise 
petite pelle 
six 
bourbier 
neige 
carre 
etoile 
fraise 
rue 
sucre 


borbon 


table 
tablette 

trois 

langue 


outel 
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WALLOON 
djeu 
canada 
yoyo 
bioke 


pleuve (plouve, plove) 


amande 
flote, ania 
loudine 
rotche 
tirant 


warbere 


satch 
echerpe 
ombe 
pania 
ramassete 
chij 
wachis 
nive 
care 
stwele 
frege 
ruwe 
suke 


bouboune 


taube 
djivau 
trives 
linwe 


osteye 


ENGLISH 
top 
train 

tree 


two 


vane 
vault 
vessel 


voice 


wardrobe 
water 
wheat 


wheel 


wheelbarrow 


whistle 
wind 

window 
wolf 

woman 


wood 


FRENCH 


crete (colline) 


train 
arbre 


deux 


girouette 
voute 

recipient 
voix 


armoire 
eau 


froment 


roue 
brouette 
sifflet 
vent 
fenetre 
loup 
femme 


bois 
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WALLOON 

crestia 
trin 
aube 


deus 


rabanere 
vossure 
ena 


uwes 


armwere 
ewe 


frumint 


ruwe 
berwete 
chuflet 
vint 
finiesse 
leup 
feume 
bwes 


EEN 


